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U N I T E D  C H U R C H  W O M E N  
A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 5  

 

 
 
 
 
U.C.W Benediction 
And now, may the blessing of Almighty God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
rest upon us in our work and worship done in His name.  And may He give us 
light to guide us, courage to strengthen us, and love to unite us, now and always.  
Amen. 
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          WESLEY-KNOX UNITED CHURCH 
                UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 

                     ANNUAL REPORT 2015 
                                          

� � �  P �e s i de � � �  s  �e s s a �e 
 
2015 is coming to an end and I will have completed another year as President. 
I have enjoyed meeting new people and getting to know more and more of our 
members. It is a great experience. 
Many Projects were completed this year. The UCW fixed the kitchen cupboard 
doors to make them more accessible for the contents contained within. To 
make this happened we hold garage sales and do may projects throughout the 
year. 
The women’s Retreat was held April 10th.  It was opened to all women, and was a 
great success. 
The annual High Tea was held on May 9th just in time for Mother’s Day. Again 
this year tickets were totally sold out. Everyone enjoyed scones, clotted cream, 
sandwiches, desserts and a few different teas. 
The April Vendors Fair was a success again this year. Not sure what is 
happening next year. We will keep everyone posted. 
Unit #2 made Marmalade and Easter Eggs, with Unit #1 & #4 lending a hand. 
Unit #1 sold pumpkin pie slices and apple cider at the Halloween in the village 
Oct 24th.  
Unit #4 were again busy making their delicious apple pies, and sold out. 
 
The Christmas Bazaar was held on the 05 December. It was very successful 
and fantastic. The date was changed to the first Saturday in December, 
 to coincide with Wortley Village, Christmas in the Village.   
We were on the bus route, which helped bring lots of shoppers and visitors to 
the church.  Plus lots of advertising was done. We should consider doing this 
again next year.  
 Offered this year, was a Used Clothing Boutique, organized by Liz Phoenix and 
her friend. Debra Eppel took charge of the Café serving Mac & Cheese or Chile 
with salad, roll, and apple crisp.  
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Thanks to Linda Woods for handling the Raffle. Unit 4 took on the bake table, 
while unit 2 did Christmas shortbreads and Unit 1 had frozen food. 
  A Thank You goes to the co-chairs of the Bazaar committee Mary Anne Van 
de Vooren and Cindy Stewart. Thanks again to everyone for their help and 
donations to make this Bazaar a success. 
Making all occasion cards is still going strong and making money. Thanks for all 
the hard workers of their time. They are beautiful. 

New things will happen in the New Year, as Debra Eppel will take on the 
roll of President of the UCW. I will like to wish her well, and will be there for 
guidance.  
Thanks again to everyone for all their help to make this year an enjoyable one 
Wishing All a Merry Christmas and all the Best for 2016 
 
God Bless and Peace be with you 
 
Lynda Laskey 
President 
 

  Membership 
 

 
Wesley Knox United Church Women have three very active units with a total 
membership over 100 ladies. All women who are in agreement with the UCWs 
Purpose and are willing to contribute and share their talents, gifts, prayers and 
service to the work of our church and the United Church of Canada are 
welcome. 
 
In Memoriam, we remember the following faithful members of our UCW  
* Gwen Miners       * Mary Lou Kerr * Clairs Watkins 
    *  June Clark 
 
       
 
Cindy Stewart, Membership 
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Nominations  
 
 
 
The president’s position will be filled starting January 2016 by Debra Eppel. 
Lynda Laskey is stepping down after 3 years of dedicated service. 
This position is a 2-year term. The president chairs the 5 meetings held in the 
year; reports all presbytery events to the U.C.W. members; is the point of 
contact for other people with questions for U.C.W.  
The secretary position will be opened for 2016. The job requires taking the 
minutes at each of the executive meeting and the general meeting and 
compiling the year- end reports into the annual report booklet. A complete job 
description is available. This is a position that needs to be filled. Please contact 
Mary Anne van de Vooren if you think you could fill this position even for a 1-
year term. 
The position for finance representative remains vacant. This person would 
attend the finance meetings and report to the executive any requests from the 
committee as well as any concerns discussed at that meeting that the U.C.W. 
might be able to provide assistance. 
 
Please contact Mary Anne van de Vooren if you think you could fill this position 
even for a 1-year term. 
 
 
Mary Anne Van de Vooren  
Nominations Chair 
 
 
U.C.W. Benediction 
 
And now, may the blessing of Almighty God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
rest upon us in our work and worship done in His name.  And may He give us 
light to guide us, courage to strengthen us, and love to unite us, now and always.  
Amen. 
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Slate of Officers for 2016 
 
 
President                         Debra Eppel 
Past President                 Lynda Laskey  
Recording Secretary        --- 
Corresponding Secretary Mary Anne van de Vooren and 
             Ruth Rushton  
Treasurer                         Ellie Phelps  
Finance Chair                  ----  
Stewardship                    Donna Goldhawk 
Community Friendship    Sandy Sershall and  
     Margaret Henderson  
Membership                    Cindy Stewart and 
     Linda Wilcox  
Flowers                            Marilyn Bratti  
Funeral Receptions          Sue Mennill  
Centennial Parlour           Ruth Rushton and  
     Kathleen Brennan  
Kitchen                             Sue Mennill  
Social Functions              Vivian White  
Nominations Chair           Lynda Laskey  
 
 
UCW Representatives appointed to Wesley-Knox Official Board  
Council                             Debra Eppel 
Finance                        -----  
Property                           Margaret Henderson 
 
Unit Leaders  
Unit 1                        Elizabeth Phoenix 
Unit 2                        Chris Webb  
Unit 4                        Sandra Fox and Linda Woods 
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     Corresponding Secretary 
 

 
The following memorial donations have been made to Mission and Services in 

honour of a U.C.W. family member. 
 
April: $10.00 donation to M & S in memory of Donna Clark's mother Gwen 
Drennan 
 
May 13 $25.00 in memory of June Clark one of Wesley-Knox U.C.W. founding 
members. June was living at Sprucedale Lodge in Strathroy and was 95. Card 
sent to son John.  
 
May 15 $25.00 in memory of Gwen Miners one of Wesley-Knox U.C.W. founding 
members. June was 92. 
Card sent to Michael and Cathy Ede. 
 
July 13 $25.oo in memory of Michael George Brock husband of Pauline Brock. 
Card sent to Pauline. 
 
Oct. 5, $10.00 in memory of Carlene Phoenix.  Elizabeth Phoenix mother in law. 
Card sent to Phoenix family. 
 
Several than you notes and letters have been received for the various 
donations the U.C.W. have sent to individuals and organizations. Notes of 
thanks have also been received for poinsettias, Easter Lilies, roses for 
anniversaries, funeral receptions and flowers and roses sent for birthdays.  
All correspondence received is acknowledged at U.C.W. executive meetings and 
posted on the U.C.W. bulletin board. 
 
Notes of thanks have been received from various charities we make donations 
to these are read at U.C.W. executive meetings. 
 
Submitted by Mary Anne van de Vooren 
Corresponding Secretary U.C.W 
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Community Friendship 
 

On Sunday, March 29, was Palm Sunday. The Easter Lilies were displayed in the 
Sanctuary. Paul and Cindy Stewart helped with the arrangement. The UCW took 
the flowers to our Community Friendship members. 
On Sunday, December 6, the Poinsettias will be on display in the Sanctuary. 
The UCW will take the flowers to our Community Friendship members. 
  
We were saddened by the death of 6 Community Friendship members. Their 
names are David Starling, Claris Watkin, June Clark, Gwen Miners, Harvey 
Stirling and Rev Herb Wonfor.  
 
We wish to thank our UCW members for their support and delivery of the 
Easter Lilies and Poinsettias. Also, we wish to thank Heather Westbrook for 
the printing of the flower cards. 
 
At present, we have 27 names on out Community Friendship list. We will be 
adding another 10 names of people who we feel would appreciate a Poinsettia. 
 
 
Margaret Henderson 
Sandy Sershall 
 
 

 
Funeral Receptions 

 
A thanks is expressed to all the ladies who so willingly offer to help prepare 
and serve the funeral receptions.  Our families do appreciate this service and 
are most grateful to the UCW.   
 
This past year we prepared and served four funeral receptions. 
 
 
Sue Mennill, 
Funeral Reception Coordinator 
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Centennial Parlour 
 
  
Our Centennial Parlour is a very beautiful, ever popular multi-purpose room in 
our church home and we are most grateful to each and every one who helps to 
maintain it from week to week making it the warm comfortable room for us all 
to enjoy. 
We wish to thank, as well all who assist with the decorating of the Parlour and 
other areas with the changing season. 
 
The Parlour committee is responsible for purchasing supplies and organizing 
Sunday coffee hour, which is so well attended and now served in the Social Hall 
giving us more room for socializing and displaying the various programs. 
We are most grateful to the Young Peoples Breakfast Club, the Men’s 
Breakfast Club, the U.C.W. Units and the new Eclectic Group who host coffee 
hour, a special thank you for providing this time of fellowship for us Sunday 
after Sunday. 
As we come to the close of a very special year for us all, we pray that 
Christmas will be a very meaningful time and that the coming year will be filled 
with God’s richest blessing for you and Your loved ones.  
  
 
Ruth Rushton 
Kathleen Brennan 
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Kitchen 
 
 
Our kitchen continues to be one of the busiest places in the church. Every 
month we prepare and serve meals to the Community Breakfast and Out of the 
Cold.  The ladies prepare apple pies, turkey pies, dinner rolls, jams, Easter eggs, 
and various other food items for fund raising for the UCW. Several dinners are 
served throughout the year as well.  
   
This past summer the lower sliding cupboards were replaced with swing doors.  
This makes access easier.  Thanks to Nina and Ted Leitch and Paul Stewart for 
assisting me in painting the lower cupboards.  They do look fresh and clean!  
 
Our kitchen is stocked by the UCW with cleaning supplies, dishes, pots, pans, 
utensils, etc. for all to use.   
  
It is a requirement that a certified food handler be present for food 
preparation and serving.   
 
Thanks to all the groups and individuals who help keep our kitchen clean and 
spotless after each use.   
It has met the requirements of the Health Department.  We want to keep it 
that way.    
 
Sue Mennill 
 
 

Social Functions 
 
Wesley Knox United Church annual meeting was held in February 089 2015. 
Sandwiches and squares were brought in by the families and served.  
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Flowers 
 
The church was decorated with Easter lilies on Palm Sunday and following the 
service were delivered by the Community Friendship Committee to our 
members living in nursing and retirement homes or confined to their 
apartments or homes. 
 
Flowers were delivered to UCW members celebrating special occasions over the 
year.  Fresh mixed flowers were presented to 10 UCW ladies celebrating 
birthdays in there nineties.  Pink roses were presented to one of our ladies 
celebrating her 90th birthday.   
 
On Sunday, December 6th our sanctuary was filled with poinsettias, which were 
delivered afterwards to our Community Friendship members. 
 
Marilyn Bratti  
 

 
Finance 

The functions of the United Church Women are to share financially in 
supporting the Mission and Service Fund, to contribute to the needs of our 
congregation and to support community undertakings. We have been able to 
carry out these functions and meet our proposed budget yearly because of you, 
the dedicated women who belong to our UCW. With God’s help, may we continue 
to meet our proposed obligations for many years to come.  

Thank you for all your work in 2015 and all the best for 2016. 
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UNIT REPORTS 
 

Unit 1 – Annual Report 
 
As I prepare this annual report it amazes me how many events we planned and 
attended and the fun we had.  Unit 1 has 15-20 regular members joining our 
meetings on a monthly basis.  We have built great friendships and have a 
wonderful support group. We welcome new members, if you would like to come 
out and see what a Unit 1 meeting is like please come out the first Monday of 
the month. We meet in the Centennial Parlour at 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. All 
women are welcome! 
 
Our activities for 2015; 
January: Planning for Vendor Sale to be held March 28-10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Discussion about food and drinks, number of vendors, costs etc. 
We worked on the menu for the General Meeting Jan. 11; Unit 1 will serve 
Quiche and Salad 
After all the planning, we played “What’s Yours Like” Laughed and had a great 
evening. 
February: Our February meeting is held at Grandwood Lodge retirement home. 
We meet at 6:30 sing a few hymns, read poems, and stories and visit with the 
residents.  The Sunday school children make cards for the residents and they 
love the evening, as do we. 
March: Everyone gathered at the resource centre for a tour provided b 
Karlene Kimber the resource centre co-ordinator and Unit 1 member. Excellent 
tour, lots of good information and even a few door prizes! 
April: Women’s Retreat was held April 10; we did not have a unit meeting in 
April. 
May: We invited all units and members of the congregation to join us to hear 
the journeys of Jessie Read during her time in Rwanda and the Dominican.  It 
was a great presentation and quite the experience for Jessie. 
June: Dinner at Wortley Road House, we enjoyed a time of fellowship, laughter 
and conversation. Many new project ideas were discussed for the fall. 
September: Pot Luck BBQ at Liz Phoenix home. Lots of discussion about 
vacations and summer activities. We discussed selling Pie and Cider in October 
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for Halloween in the Village as well as joining Wortley Christmas in the Village 
with our Christmas Bazaar. 
Oct: Epicure Party in the kitchen, Mary Janet donated her hostess gift to be 
made into 2 gift baskets.  
Unit 1 will sell Pumpkin Pie and Hot Cider at Halloween in the Village. It was a 
successful day. 
Nov: Turkey Pie night. Over 350 turkey pies were made, 60 containers of chilli 
put into the freezer for Christmas Bazaar. 
Dec: The entire U.C.W. gathered for a Christmas Dinner, the general meeting 
was held after dinner.  
 
Liz Phoenix 
Mary Anne van de Vooren 
 

Unit 2 – Annual Report 
 

Unit Two meets the first Tuesday of the month, under the leadership of Chris 
Webb, in the Centennial Parlour. 
In January, Chris Webb led us with a devotional on New Years Resolution. In 
February, Chris Webb led us with a devotional on Valentines. In March, the 
meeting was cancelled due to the weather.  
Chris Webb talked about Bonnets, Bubs, and Bunnies in April. In May, Chris 
Webb had a devotional on Mother's Day. 
In June, we had a luncheon in the Social Hall. We invited Rev. Tracey Crick-
Butler, Dr. Doug Ross, Linda Laskey, Heather Westbrook and Sandra, the 
Custodian. 
September, Chris led a devotional on Fruit of the Spirit. In October, Chris 
Webb talked about Pumpkin, Jack-O Lanterns, and Pumpkin Pie. 
In November, Chris Webb had a Remembrance Day theme.  
On the 14 December we will join Unit 1 and 4 for a Christmas dinner followed 
by the general meeting and music. 
Our Projects include, marmalade, Easter Eggs, and Christmas cookies. We sold 
Christmas cookies at the Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 05 December. 
We helped with funeral receptions. We stopped Coffee hour in June. 
Thank you for help from the other unit members with our projects.  
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We were saddened by the loss of June Clark and Gwen Miners. 
    
Chris Webb            
 

Unit 4 – Annual Report 
Unit Four had a busy and active year of service, education and Christian 
fellowship. 
January: Hosted the UCW Annual meeting. We had a games night at our regular 
meeting plus planning for the year. 
February: Guest Speaker, Nasser Zabian spoke to us about the Heart & stroke 
Foundation. 
March: Guest Speaker’s from my Sister’s Place spoke to us regarding their 
organization and donated supplies were given to them. 
April: Guest Speaker, Laurel Kenney, gave a talk about the National UCW’s 
Mission Project, “Bread Not Stones.” 
May: Guest Speaker: Lynne Schmidt from the London Garden Society did a 
spring flower demonstration. 
June: Members of Unit Four met at the home of Dianne Monteith for our 
annual potluck dinner. 
September: Guest Speakers Linda Woods and Laurel Kenney informed the 
group about their trip to the United Church of Canada’s national meeting and 
their “Bread Not Stones” initiative and the dolls representing children in 
poverty that UCW members had made. 
October: Working meeting while making apple pies. 
November: Guest Speaker, Carolyn Smale spoke to us about Women’s 
Community House and she was provided with donations. 
 
December: Christmas dinner and Annual meeting hosted at Wesley-Knox by 
Unit Four.  
 
Sandra Fox 
Linda Woods 
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PROPOSED	  BUDGET	  WESLEY-‐KNOX	  

 2015 Budget 2015 Actuals 2016 Budget 
OPERATING EXPENSES    

Stamps, Stationery & Supplies 400 0 400 
Speakers 200 100 100 
Parlour 200  200 
Parlour Rug Cleaning 500  500 
Kitchen  Maintenance 400  400 

Supplies 250 255.66 250 
Conference and Pres. Allocation 400 316 400 
Miscellaneous 60 389.41 60 
TOTAL 2410 2758.07 2310 

 
CONGREGATONAL PURPOSES    
Flowers 450 258.09 350 
M&S Memorial Fund 300 95 150 
Meals & Refreshments 600 520.08 600 
Community Friendship 50  50 
GROUPS Children's Choir 275 275 275 

Sunday School 175 175 175 
Senior Youth Group 100 100 100 
Junior Youth Group 100 100 100 

Transportation Fund 1000 1000 1000 
Miscellaneous 50 50 50 
TOTAL 
 

3100 2573.17 2850 
 

COMMUNITY DONATONS    
Mission Services of London 300 300 300 
Sexual Assault Centre London 150 150 150 
Ark Aid Mission 150 150 150 
My Sister's Place 450 300 450 
London Food Bank 450 450 450 
TOTAL 
 

1500 1350 1500 

DONATIONS TO UNITED CHURCH PROJECTS    
Five Oaks Centre 150 150 150 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank 150 150 150 
Middlesex Presbytery Resource Centre 200 200 200 
East London Outreach Cluster 300 300 300 
Camp Kee-Mo-Kee 250 250 250 
Native Project Healing Fund 150 150 150 
London Community Chaplaincy 600 600 600 
TOTAL 1800 1800 1800 
 
 

   

DONATIONS TO INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS    
Sleeping Children Around the World 100 100 100 
Medical Electives 200 200 200 
TOTAL 300 300 300 
Undesignated 200  200 
Self-Determined Objective (to M&S Fund) 4000 2000 4000 
TOTAL 
 

4,200 2,000.00 4,200 

TOTAL 13,310 8,412.58 12,960 


